
Recent books for kids that the Children’s Library staff have read & loved & that we think you will too! 

Book Scavenger by Jennifer Chambliss Bertman.  J Fiction 
Twelve-year-old Emily is a book lover. Her family is moving again, this time to San Francisco. 
She is excited because San Francisco is the home of Garrison Griswold, who created the online 
Book Scavenger game in which books are hidden in public places all across the country, and 
clues are given in the form of puzzles, codes, and ciphers. Emily is a very active participant in 
Book Scavenger. When she and her family arrive at their new home, she finds out that 
Griswold is hospitalized in a coma after being attacked. She makes a new friend, James, who 
begins to help her with her Book Scavenger adventures. Together they find a book which they 
believe was hidden by Griswold, and begin uncovering clues to solve this new puzzle in hopes 
of winning the prize at the end. But as they begin to solve the puzzle they learn that other 
people, some with dishonest motives, are also trying to find the mystery book. Emily and 
James must work quickly. This book is filled with adventure, gives tribute to the writings of 
Edgar Allen Poe, includes some lessons about friendship, and also works in a bit of learning 
about codes and ciphers. Book and puzzle lovers in Grades 4-6 will enjoy this mystery. 

It Ain’t So Awful, Falafel by Firoozeh Dumas.  J Fiction 
Zomorod Yousefzadeh is moving again the summer before sixth grade from Compton, 
California to a condo in Newport Beach, California.  It is the late 1970s and her father is an 
Iranian petroleum engineer relocated to America. This time Zomorod is adopting the name 
"Cindy" from the Brady Bunch because Americans can't pronounce her long Iranian name. 
Besides her own crisis of trying to fit in, there is a world-wide crisis instigated by her own home 
country - Iran. The crisis of holding Americans hostages in Iran dominates her family life, and 
affects her friendships. Cindy finds herself in humorous situations (from translating for her 
mother to sun tanning when she was already dark and being mistaken for a Mexican).  She 
uses her good nature and friends to help her succeed.   This historical, and sometimes 
hysterical, story of immigration will be a great read for fourth graders and up. 

Once Was a Time by Leila Sales.  J Fiction 
Charlotte and her best friend Kitty have know each other since they were babies.  At ten years 
old they are still as thick as thieves.  The are also both fascinated with Charlotte’s father’s work 
investigating time travel.  He is convinced that traveling through time is a possibility  -  and that 
time portals exist and can occasionally be seen.  The problem is though, that once you go 
through a time portal you don’t know where you’re going to end up  -  and you can never  
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come back to the exact place and time you left behind….  When the unbelievable happens 
and a portal opens up in front of  Charlotte during a terrifying and dangerous moment, she 
finds herself transported from WWII England to modern day Wisconsin.  But what now?  She 
left her best friend behind in the midst of a crisis and there’s no way to get back to her, and 
Charlotte is in a foreign country with no family or friends to turn to for help.  This fascinating 
and quick moving story will have readers imagining their own time adventures.  
Recommended for grades 4-6. 

Star Wars Origami: 36 Amazing Paper-folding Projects from a Galaxy Far, Far Away.... by 
Chris Alexander.  J 736.982 Alexa  
Are you a fan of Star Wars and/or origami? Maybe you have read all the Tom Angleberger 
books like The Strange Case of Origami Yoda, Darth Paper Strikes Back, or any of the others 
he has written. Then this new book in the library will be a fun discovery for you. It is written 
by Chris Alexander who has presented origami workshops at Star Wars events. In the book 
he has included directions for making 36 different objects, creatures and characters from the 
Star Wars universe. There are 4 levels of difficulty – Youngling, Padawan, Jedi Knight and Jedi 
Master. Each level of difficulty includes really amazing projects. In the Youngling level (easy) 
you can make light sabers and even a Han Solo figure. Padawan level (medium) includes 
Chewbacca and Darth Vader. Jedi Knight level (difficult) has Darth Vader Tie Advance Fighter 
X1 and R2-D2. Lastly, Jedi Master (very tricky) includes ETA-2 Jedi Starfighter and Jabba the 
Hutt. Even if you don’t like to do origami, you might want to still check out this book because 
it’s quite amazing to see the designs he has created. This would be a good book for any age 
child who likes origami. Parent interaction might be needed for very young children. 

When Friendship Followed Me Home by Paul Griffin.  J Fiction, JCD 
Up until this point, life hasn't been easy for 12-year-old Ben Coffin. He spent years in foster 
care before finally being adopted at age 10. Now that he's finally found a loving family he still 
struggles with bullying at school and hardly has any friends.  For the most part, Ben prefers 
books to people anyway (he learned a long time ago that most people can’t be trusted), and 
he spends hours at the local public library devouring his favorite science fiction titles. That's 
where he finds a personable little stray dog in an alley who, you guessed it - follows him 
home. Flip soon becomes Ben's constant companion, and his personality makes up for his 
small stature. Through Flip, Ben meets Halley, the daughter of the librarian and a fellow 
book lover. Ben nicknames her "Rainbow Girl" because she dresses in such bright colors. Ben 
and Halley become fast friends, and life is looking up. But Ben should have known not to 
trust that his good luck would last... This one will be a hit with dog lovers and readers who 
like sad stories.  Recommended for grades 5 and up. 

When Mischief Came to Town by Katrina Nannestad.  J Fiction 
10-year-old Inge Maria is sent to a small island in Denmark to live with her grandmother 
after her mother's death. At first the old woman seems grumpy and unhappy - not at all 
thrilled when the girl shows up in the first place - much less with one of her braids chewed 
off! From the start, Inge Maria is a handful; in addition to the hair incident (a goat on the 
ferry over to the island chewed it off when Inge Maria fell asleep), she feeds the pig an entire 
prune tart that was meant for dinner, almost kills their turkey with a misplaced wooden clog 
that comes off her foot and sails across the barn, and has a very hard time sitting still and 
keeping quiet in her strict new school. Inge Maria wonders if she'll ever feel at home in 
Bornholm - but the feisty little girl soon melts the hearts of everyone she meets. This 
delightful story will be a hit with fans of Pippi Longstocking and is a great choice for readers 
in grades 3 - 5.   


