
Recent books for kids that the Children’s Library staff have read & loved & that we think you will too! 

The Best Man by Richard Peck.  YA Fiction 
Archer Magill is lucky to have three men in his life who he looks up to and admires - his own 
father, his grandfather, and his Uncle Paul. These three men are shining examples of what a real 
(best) man is and how he comports himself in any given situation. The story details Archer’s school 
life and his experiences with weddings, as a ring bearer at the beginning of the story and the best 
man in his Uncle Paul’s gay wedding at the end of the book. The novel moves through the early 
elementary years fairly quickly bringing readers to the real action of the story: the year Mr. 
McLeod is a student teacher for Archer’s 5th-grade class. Mr. McLeod is in the army reserves, 
incredibly handsome, truly kind, and not surprisingly, another strong male role model for Archer. 
After Archer leaves 5th grade and enters middle school, he becomes confused and unsure about 
himself. More hijinks and school fun ensue as Archer begins to more deeply understand himself 
through his strong and touching relationships with the men in his life. Although there is a lot of 
silliness and fun in this book, the real value comes from all the strong male characters in the story, 
who, without a doubt, love and respect Archer Magill. Recommended for readers in grades 5 and 
up. 
 
The Bicycle Spy by Yona Zeldis McDonough. J Fiction 
Set in German-occupied France in 1942, this is the story of Marcel, a twelve-year-old boy, and his 
parents who run a bakery. Marcel dreams of being in the Tour de France someday, so he rides his 
bike all around town and reads everything he can about it. But the race is cancelled now because 
of the war. There are shortages of food and people are afraid of the German soldiers in town. 
Marcel’s parents have started to ask him to deliver bread on his bike more often, and his mother 
sends him on his deliveries with gingerbread to give to the German soldiers if they stop him on his 
way. Marcel is frightened as he makes his deliveries, but focuses on his love of cycling to get him 
through. There is a new girl, Delphine, in his class at school who knows about cycling and the Tour 
de France, and they become friends. One day as he delivers bread, he discovers that his parents 
are part of the Resistance, but doesn’t tell his parents that he knows. Then Delphine confides in 
him that she is Jewish, and he is faced with deciding whether or not to tell his parents, so they 
could help her family, even if it means risking their own safety. The story is filled with suspense 
and gives a real sense of what life was like in France during World War II. There are short histories 
of the War and the Tour de France, along with a glossary included at the end of the book. This 
book will appeal to students in Grades 4-6 who like to read about World War II and would also 
make a good addition to a study of the War.  
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I Can Make Musical Instruments by Emily Reid.  J 784.192 Reid 
Have you ever heard a rain stick and wondered how it makes that interesting sound? This book 
shows how you can construct one and find out how that distinctive sound is made. Real rain sticks 
are made from dried cactus, but fortunately you can make one with a cardboard tube and some 
other things that create the sound. This book also shows how to make ten other instruments. Some 
are rhythm or percussion instruments like a bongo drum, castanets, maracas, a spin drum, jingle 
sticks or a tambourine. Then there are more melodic instruments starting with a kazoo and moving 
up to a pan flute, glockenspiel, and even a guitar! The book has really good directions and pictures 
that show the different steps. There are also interesting facts given about the different instruments. 
This is a great source for finding out how an instrument works and being able to make one yourself. 
It would work well for 3rd grade and up. Adults could help younger children use the book as well. 
 
Juana and Lucas by Juana Medina.  J Fiction, JCD 
Spunky Juana lives in Bogota, Colombia with her Mami and her beloved dog, Lucas.  She favorite 
things are soccer, Brussels Sprouts, drawing, and Astroman. She does NOT like her hot itchy school 
uniform, standing in line, and most of all, learning "the English" at school.  Juana doesn't see any 
reason why she needs to learn "the English" The words tickle her tongue and are spelled strangely, 
and there are way too many rules to remember.  She is just fine speaking Spanish, thank you very 
much. But then her grandparents announce that they are going to be taking her to America, to 
Orlando, Florida to visit Spaceworld.  Spaceworld - where her hero Astroman lives!!!  Her 
grandfather tells her that at Spaceworld, everyone speaks English, and that she won't be able to talk 
to Astroman if she doesn't speak his language.  This is all the motivation Juana needs to devote 
herself to her studies. This illustrated chapter book is fun and sprinkled with Spanish words.  Sure to 
be popular with readers in grades 1-3. 
 
Moo by Sharon Creech. J Fiction 
After their family moves from busy NYC to rural Maine, Reena and her little brother Luke are able to 
ride their bikes all around town. Just before the farm at the end of town is Mrs. Falala's house. The 
elderly woman is struggling to keep up feeding and caring for her various animals (a cantankerous 
cow, a pig, a cat and a parrot), so the children's parents "volunteer" them to help her out. At first 
they are afraid of the old lady - who is more than a little cantankerous herself - but slowly over time 
she warms up to them and vice versa. And more important, Reena and Zora the cow form a strong 
bond. When Reena decides she wants to show Zora at the local fair, she has to take on the task of 
training the cow and learning a new skill herself. A lovely story of rural life, of neighbors coming 
together to help one another, and the bonds between people and animals. Recommended for 
grades 4 - 6. This one would make a fun read aloud as well. 
 
You Have a Pet What?! Sugar Glider by Karen Latchana Kenney.  J 636.9 Kenne 
Have you ever heard of an animal called a sugar glider? This book provides a great introduction! The 
sugar glider is a marsupial (like a kangaroo) and is one of 3 types of animals that can glide. It is able 
to do this because it has thin skin that stretches from its wrists to its ankles which can catch the 
wind in the same way that a kite does. This allows it to soar from tree limb to tree limb -  up to a 
distance of 196 feet! Sugar gliders can be pets but are considered to be exotic animals which are not 
always allowed as pets in every state. They are allowed in Colorado and would be a very interesting 
and unique pet. There are definitely some things to think about before getting one though. They are 
nocturnal and need 2-4 hours of attention every night because they are very social animals. A cage 
for them might take up a lot of space and needs to be kept very clean for them to remain healthy. 
The food they need to eat can take some time to prepare or could be expensive. If you would like to 
find out more about this amazing animal and how you might take care of it as a pet, this book is an 
excellent resource for 3rd graders and up or for adults to use with younger children. 


