
Recent books for kids that the Children’s Library staff have read & loved & that we think you will too! 

 

Ashes by Laurie Halse Anderson.  YA Fiction, eBook 
The story of Isabel, Ruth and Curzon continues in Ashes, the last book in the Seeds of America 
trilogy. After liberating themselves from slavery, Isabel (now 16) and Curzon (now 20) are 
searching for Isabel’s younger sister Ruth. Shortly after the book begins, they find her on a 
plantation in North Carolina and they set out to help Ruth and her friend Aberdeen escape from 
slavery. The story of Curzon, Isabel, Ruth and Aberdeen unfolds in conjunction with the 
Revolutionary War, illustrating the unique circumstances and peril slaves and freed Americans 
of African descent were subjected to during the American Revolution. At any point in time, the 
main characters are at risk of being sold back into slavery. Although the hope of liberty propels 
the story forward, the book ends with the characters being uncertain of their freedom and with 
the reader knowing that slavery will not be abolished in the United States until 1865. The Seeds 
of America trilogy is well-researched and enlightening. Anyone studying the Revolutionary War 
will find this an excellent historical fiction to complement what they are learning in school. This 
trilogy should be read in order: 1) Chains 2) Forge and 3) Ashes. Although this series could be 
read by a 5th grade audience, it leans more towards middle school and high school readers.  
We’re including it here because the first two books in the series are in the Children’s Library. 
 

Glow:  Animals with Their Own Night-Lights  by W.H. Beck.  E 572.4358 Beck 

This is a spectacular new book with amazing photographs of animals that make their own light, 
which is called bioluminescence. The pages of this book are black which really reveals the 
fascinating features and colors that these animals have. Many of these animals live in the 
deepest part of the ocean where there is total darkness, so the black background is also fitting 
in that regard. Other animals shown in the book live on land or in the air. There are types of 
fungi such as foxfire mushrooms that grow on rotting wood in the forest and glow green. 
Fireflies, which live in some areas of the US, are the most common type of bioluminescent 
animal that lives in the air. They use their light to warn predators like bats that they are not a 
good meal. There are other reasons that animals glow – some use the light to hunt and others 
use the light to communicate with others of their type. Some also use their light to fight back 
against an attacker. In the book there is also information about how animals are able to glow. 
All in all, this is a wonderful choice for all ages - great for holiday giving! 
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Mind Benders series (all start with Totally Wacky Facts About....) by Cari Meister and 
Emma Carlson Berne 
This is a fun new series of books full of wacky facts about all sorts of fun topics. Did you 
know that ancient Romans used ashes and pigeon poop to make their hair look blonde? Or 
that dogs, mice, rabbits, turtles, jellyfish, insects, spiders and fish have all traveled into 
space? How about that your body can sense 11 million bits of information per second? 
There are so many interesting, fun and totally wacky facts in this new series that includes 
Totally Wacky Facts about the Mind, Totally Wacky Facts About Land Animals, Totally 
Wacky Facts About Exploring Space, Totally Wacky Facts About Ancient History, Totally 
Wacky Facts About Modern History, Totally Wacky Facts About the Human Body, Totally 
Wacky Facts About Sea Animals, and Totally Wacky Facts About Planets and Stars. If you 
loved the Weird But True books from National Geographic, you'll love these.  
Recommended for grades 2 and up.  

Nanette’s Baguette by Mo Willems.  E Fiction 
We don’t normally include picture books in our Recommended Reads selections, but this is 
such a fun title that we’re making an exception.  Nanette is a young frog who is finally 
deemed old enough to go pick up the family’s baguette from the bakery. She leaves the 
kitchenette, waves hello to her friends Georgette and Suzette and hurries to get to the 
bakery owned by Juliette. Nanette is successful in her purchase, but the warm baguette 
smells so good that she just can’t resist a little taste on the way home. And then another 
taste, and another…  And soon Nanette is beset with regret because the baguette is all 
gone!  Maybe she should move to Tibet.  This fun rhyming story will be a hit with readers 
young and old and is another great choice for holiday giving. 

Sara, Lost and Found by Virginia Castleman.  J Fiction 
Sara and her older sister, Anna, have been taking care of themselves for years. Their 
parents are irresponsible and often absent, and although the girls desperately want to be 
with them, they have spent time in a variety of foster care situations over the years. Sara is 
the younger sibling, but she has always taken care of Anna, who has some psychological 
issues. Sara has always insisted that they be sent to the same foster home, and the one 
time this didn't occur something bad happened to Anna and she's never been the same. 
Anna is getting worse all the time - having terrible tantrums, breaking things, wetting the 
bed and biting - so it's harder and harder to find a place that will take them both. Sara is 
eventually assigned to a new foster home while Anna is sent to a facility that can help her 
with her issues. For the first time, Sara can concentrate on her own welling being first, and 
she soon comes to be very happy with her new foster family. But how can she forget her 
sister? This emotional novel gives a true portrayal of our dysfunctional foster care system 
and the many children in it. Recommended for grades 5 and up.  

We Found A Hat by Jon Klassen.  E Fiction 
Two turtles find a hat lying in the desert.  It looks good on both of them.  But there are two 
of them and only one hat…  They both agree to leave it behind, but that night when one 
turtle is sleeping the other is still dreaming of hats - and hatching a plan to make this one 
his!  This final book in Klassen’s hat trilogy has a much cheerier ending, with this book 
finishing what I Want My Hat Back and This Is Not My Hat started.  Fans of the first two 
book will be excited to get their hands on this one, but it can stand alone as well.  
Recommended for everyone! 


